PARENTAGE    AND    BOYHOOD
nothing of the two sisters, both of whom died
lit Robert's eldest son Robert, afterwards Lord
DCS not seem to have been acutely conscious of his
istence ; but letters survive which make it plain that
i son, EdwarS, regarded Horace as a conceited
d also, oddly enough, that he was jealous of his
reference for him.
come to that. The child whom Sir Robert Walpole
;hted began (if Lady Louisa was rightly informed)
s good opinion by successes at Eton and " proved
ier he had or had not a right to the name he went
,s likely to do it honour/* There is, however, no
lence of this. It is true that as soon as Horace
Sir Robert provided him with posts in the public
,d in 1741 caused him to be returned for the pocket
>f Callington in Cornwall* But George IPs Prime
TOuld have done as much for any son of his, what-
apacities or incapacities* All we have to go on as
a,tion which formed itself between father and son
j accepted terms) is the impression left by a hundred
in the son's letters ; and these convey the sense of
j intimacy, which yet was not exactly filial,, If a
jtnesake had been chosen to act as confidential
or the great minister, and had learnt day by day to
i, to admire and to love him, the result would have
reyed in much the same language. There is np
f blood in the affection*
tt, if Horace Walpok seems to us on first acquaint-
ding but cold-blooded, and not merely artificial but
little unnatural, I think the reason is that he grew
queer half-conscious perception of something not
aal in what were apparently his closest relationships
e single exception of his mother* "When he lost
as left almost an alien amongst those of his own
id perhaps something in his flippancy was defensive
2*